
Spine Festival 2016 celebrates arts and literature across 
London libraries with loads of fun activities and events for 

children, families and young people.

RD - SATURDAY 5TH

MARCH 2O16
THURSDAY 3

Bexley  .  Bromley  .  Brent  .  Croydon  .  Ealing  .  Harrow

Hounslow  .  Lewisham  .  Southwark  .  Sutton  .  Waltham Forest 

Kensington & Chelsea  .  Hammersmith & Fulham  .  Westminster

HOW TO BOOK
Find full listings details and information on even more events, 

workshops and activities, including how to book for individual 

events, at applesandsnakes.org. Or contact the libraries directly 

using the details provided overleaf.

SPINE Festival is developed by Apples and Snakes, England’s 

leading organisation for performance poetry and spoken word in 

partnership with library authorities across London.

FIND OUT MORE
bit.ly/SpineFestival2016

#SpineFestival2016

t. @applesandsnakes  

f. /applesandsnakes

CONTACT US
info@applesandsnakes.org 

applesandsnakes.org

Apples and Snakes Ltd. Charity Number: 294030



SPINE Festival brings London communities together to 
celebrate arts and literature in libraries with FREE, fun activities 
and events for children, families and young people to get 
involved in and enjoy. From music, dance and drama, to poetry, 
storytelling and visual art, there’s something for everyone!

Travel back with Katie to Half Moon Theatre’s Lullaby Lane, irresistible 

melodies and delightful songs exploring friendship, community and dancing 

feet! Let your imaginations run wild as visual artist Caroline Jupp gets 

creative with Mysterious Beasts and Creepy plants. Discover the brilliant 

world of comics in author, animator and film maker, Helen Piercy’s Manga 

Workshop and Animation Workshop. Through music and magic, help a very 

shy creature find his voice at the Whispering Smith Puppet Show. Award 

winning children’s author Frances Hardinge will clarify creepy creations, 

What Makes a Story Scary? Come and find out. Unravel familiar fairytales as 

performance poet Joseph Coelho becomes a vaudeville storyteller with a 

magical top-hat and coat, in Half Moon Theatre’s entrancing Fairytales Gone 

Bad. Come and meet Guy Bass, author of the hugely popular Stitch Head 

series, and get your favourite book signed. Plus, so much more. (See full SPINE 

Festival events listings at applesandsnakes.org).

SPINE FESTIVAL:  
LIBRARIES OUT LOUD

Young people throughout local primary and secondary schools will also 

have exclusive access to a wide programme of inspiring events. SPINE 

Festival encourages children and people of all ages to explore and express 

ideas creatively, to stand up and be heard, and to view their local libraries as 

the cultural spine of their community.

 And don’t miss the chance to get involved with our Artists in Residence 

workshops featuring top creative practitioners, in a library near you.
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LOCATIONS BEXLEY
libraries@bexley.gov.uk | 020 8303 7777

BRENT	

libraries@brent.gov.uk | 020 8937 3400

BROMLEY  	

libraries@bexley.gov.uk | 020 8650 7292

CROYDON	

croydon.ashburton.library@

carillionservices.co.uk | 020 3700 1001

EALING  	

ealing.centrallibrary 

@carillionservices.co.uk | 020 3700 1052

HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM  	

libraries@lbhf.gov.uk | 020 7361 3610

HARROW	

harrow.wealdstonelibrary@

carillionservices.co.uk | 020 3714 7725

HOUNSLOW	

ann.cartwright@carillionservices.co.uk	

08454 562800	

KENSINGTON & CHELSEA	

information@rbkc.gov.uk	

020 7361 3010

LEWISHAM	

libraries@lewisham.gov.uk	

020 8314 9705

SOUTHWARK	

southwark.libraries@southwark.gov.uk

SUTTON	

sutton.childrens@sutton.gov.uk	

020 8770 4766

WALTHAM FOREST  

culture@walthamforest.gov.uk	

020 8496 3000

WESTMINSTER	

libraries@westminster.gov.uk	

020 7641 6200

FIND OUT MORE AT   bit.ly/SpineFestival2016



We’ve found 5 top professional artists to be our SPINE 
Festival 2016 Artists in Residence (AiR) and Poet in 
Residence. Based in libraries across London, each AiR will 
lead FREE workshops in their specialist artform for library 
goers to enjoy!

Leytonstone Library in Waltham 

Forest, have an exciting opportunity to 

work with dancer and choreographer 

Annarita Mazzilli. Annarita uses 

costumes, objects and props in her 

dance to connect day-to-day things with 

the magical world of dance and theatre. 

Poet and writer, Aoife Mannix will  

be exploring words and inspiring 

all ages at Beckenham Library in 

Bromley. Aoife’s work is brilliantly 

fun and creative, inclusive of 

everyone and open to all levels  

of experience! 

ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE

AOIFE MANNIX

 ANNARITA MAZZILLI

Charlotte Bill Photo: Anna Watson

Rachel Long Photo: Amaal Said

Charlotte Bill will be bringing her 

expertise in filmmaking and animation 

to Ealing Central Library. Charlotte 

uses animation to have fun, taking the 

great ideas that children have to bring 

the imaginary world to life.

Performance poet and writer, the 

multitalented Paul Lyalls will be 

resident in Askew Road Library in 

Hammersmith and Fulham. Paul loves 

to have fun with words, ideas and 

people. Through his work he looks  

for the humour and beauty in 

everyday things. 

Look out for poet and writer Rachel 

Long our roaming Spine Festival 

2016 Poet in Residence. During the 

three days of the festival, Rachel will 

be popping in to different libraries 

and writing poetry in response to her 

experiences of the festival!

PAUL LYALLS

RACHEL LONG

CHARLOTTE BILL 



 FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS, FOR FULL LISTINGS GO TO APPLESANDSNAKES.ORG 

THURSDAY 3RD MARCH

What Makes a Story Scary? 

Writing Workshop with  

Frances Hardinge

Wealdstone Library, Harrow  

4.30pm - 5.30pm, 10-14 yrs

Join Frances Hardinge, the award 

winning children’s author of Cuckoo 

Song and Fly by Night, for a free 

writing workshop. Frances will be 

discussing fear, nightmares and the 

unseen, and challenges you to scare 

her with your own creepy creations.

Toddlertime

Sidcup Library, Bexley 

10.30am, 0-3 yrs

Families enjoy rhymes and stories 

together in an active and fun way.

Bookstart Animal Rhyme and 

Story Time

Ealing Road Library, Brent 

11.15am - 12noon, 0-5 yrs

Celebrate World Book Day! Who will 

you find at the zoo and which animal 

loves to do the bop? Plus make your 

own favourite animal mask.

Create and Craft Your Favourite  

Book Character

Maida Vale Library, Westminister 

4pm - 5pm, 3-12 yrs

Children can create their favourite 

book character. Whether it is Peppa 

Pig, Horrid Henry or Harry Potter. 

Come to the library to draw and paint 

any book character you like.

Chatterbooks Group Session

Canada Water Library, Southwark 

4pm - 5pm, 7-11 yrs

Come and join this Chatterbooks 

group session for children. Booking 

by email essential through Southwark 

libraries, details overleaf.

World Book Day with Dr Seuss

Catford Library, Lewisham,  

4pm - 5pm, 8-11 yrs

After-school World Book Day activity 

with a Dr Seuss twist!

Electric Baby Land World Book 

Day Special

Chelsea Library, Kensington and 

Chelsea  |  11am - 11.45am, 0-5 yrs

Lots of giggles and wiggles as 

babies and toddlers boogie down to 

reworkings of rhymes and songs from 

Wheels On The Bus to Wild Thing in a 

World Book Day Special!

Photo: Suzi Corker

3RD  MARCH
IS  WORLD 
BOOK  DAY



FRIDAY 4TH MARCH
Baby Bounce and Rhyme

West Wickham Library, Bromley, 10.45am, 0-2 yrs

Enjoy stories and songs together at this fun interactive session.

Story and Craft - Book 

Character Special

Brompton Library , Kensington  

and Chelsea 

10.30am - 11.30am, 4-12 yrs

A special story and craft event - come along and create your favourite  

book character.

Manga Workshop

Hounslow Library, Hounslow  |  10.30am - 12.30pm, 7 yrs +

Discover the brilliant world of comics and Manga with author, animator and 

film maker Helen Piercy. Learn how to create a Manga character and make your 

very own Japanese style comic! Admission free but booking essential through 

Hounslow Library, details overleaf.

Photo: Isabelle Plasschaert

Mysterious Beasts and Creepy Plants of St John’s Wood

St. John’s Wood Library, Westminster  |  11am - 4pm, 4-12 yrs

Inspired by the imagination of the children of St John’s Wood, professional artist 

Caroline Jupp will recreate the beasts and plants that the children imagine lurk 

in St John’s Wood, using sketches, paints and modelling!

Apples and Snakes presents SPIN

Bexleyheath Central Library, Bexley 

11am - 12noon, 7yrs +

A fun, interactive spoken word show bursting with a playful mix of poetry, 

storytelling and performance. Open event for children and families booking via 

Eventbrite spin-at-central-library.eventbrite.co.uk

Whispering Smith Puppet Show & Woodland Animals Craft

Sutton Central Library, Sutton 

11am, 1.30pm and 3pm  |  Each show is approximately 45 minutes, 2-7 yrs

A very shy creature gets stuck up a tree and he has to find his voice so he can 

get help. Hand, rod and shadow puppetry, storytelling, music and a bit of magic 

make this a very special show for children. There will also be a Woodland 

Animals Craft Event in the children’s library all day. Booking via Eventbrite  

spinefestivalwhisperingsmith.eventbrite.co.uk

SATURDAY 5TH MARCH

Photo: Suzi Corker



Half Moon presents Lullaby Lane

North Chingford Library, Waltham Forest 

11am - 11.45am, 3-7 yrs

Join Katie as she returns to her childhood home on Lullaby Lane, in a unique 

theatrical experience which uses song to explore friendship, community and 

dancing feet! Booking via Eventbrite wfculture.eventbrite.com

Half Moon presents Fairytales Gone Bad

Downham Library, Lewisham  |  11am - 11.45am, 6 yrs + 

Ashburton Library, Croydon  |  2.30pm - 3.15pm , 6 yrs +

Join performance poet Joseph Coelho, winner of the 2015 CLiPPA award  

(Centre for Literacy in Primary Poetry Award), as he unravels familiar fairytales 

to create fresh contemporary classics in an enchanting performance for 

young and old alike.

Animation Workshop

Hounslow Library, Hounslow 

2.30pm - 4.30pm, 7 yrs +

Create a story and bring it to life through 

animation with author, animator and film 

maker, Helen Piercy. Admission free but 

booking essential through Hounslow 

Library, details overleaf.

Meet Children’s Author Guy Bass

Camberwell Library, Southwark 

2pm - 3pm, 7-11 yrs

Meet Guy Bass, hugely popular children’s 

author of Stitch Head series. His characters are a 

mixture of fun imaginative monsters and aliens. 

Booking by email is essential through Southwark 

libraries, details overleaf.

Guy Bass Themed Chatterbooks Special

Camberwell Library, Southwark  |  3.30pm - 4.45pm, 7-11 yrs

Following Meet Guy Bass, a Guy Bass themed Chatterbooks group session  

for children. Booking by email essential through Southwark libraries,  

details overleaf.



ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE
THURSDAY 3rd  MARCH - SATURDAY 5th MARCH

Creative Writing and Poetry 

Workshops with Published 

Writer, Novelist and Poet  

Aoife Mannix

Beckenham Library, Bromley  

Fun creative writing and poetry 

workshops with Artist in Residence Aoife Mannix, at Beckenham Library. 

Workshops will be running at various times throughout the festival 3-5 March.

Theatrical Dance Workshops 

with Dancer and Choreographer 

Annarita Mazzilli

Leytonstone Library,  

Waltham Forest  

Come and dance in Leytonstone library 

with Artist in Residence Annarita 

Mazzilli, enter her magical world of 

dance and theatre! Workshops will be 

running at various times throughout the 

festival 3-5 March.

Performance Poetry and 

Writing Workshops with Paul 

Lyalls

Askew Road Library, Hammersmith 

and Fulham  

Playing with words and ideas,  

join performance poet, writer and 

Artist in Residence, Paul Lyalls, at 

Askew Road Library for fun, creative writing and performance poetry 

workshops. Workshops will be running at various times throughout the festival 

3-5 March.

Film and Animation 

Workshops with Charlotte Bill

Ealing Central Library, Ealing  

Join Artist in Residence, Charlotte 

Bill, at Ealing Central Library. She’ll 

fire up your imagination with fun, 

interactive animation workshops. These workshops will be running at various 

times throughout the festival, 3-5 March.

For further details of Artist in Residence workshops go to 
applesandsnakes.org or directly contact the library.


